
July 4th Celebrations 
   Summer is here and in full swing with July 4th just

around the corner along with the parties, picnics

and fireworks.   When making your plans for the

holiday keep in mind that there are absolutely no

fireworks allowed on Sunset Plaza property.  This is

for the safety of all residents and protection of

buildings and property.  If you would like to see

some great fireworks displays, here are just a few

options: 

• The Tacoma Freedom Fair – A fun filled day of

food, vendors, concerts, car shows and an air

show.  Around 10 pm, at full dark, a large fireworks

show will be set off from a barge in the water. 

• JBLM Freedom Fest – For this one day, Joint

Base Lewis McCord is open to the public to enjoy

carnival rides, entertainment, kid’s activities, car

shows and lots of food.  All activities are at Cowan

Stadium.  Use exit 119 off of I-5.  Fireworks start at

dusk. 

• Steilacoom Grand Old Fourth of July – For those

that do not want to fight the crowds in Tacoma or

Seattle, this is for you.  Lafayette Street will be

open for the festivities which include live

entertainment, a beer garden, fun run, parade, ice

cream social, lots of food, and, of course, fireworks. 
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Two Board Positions Open

    Over the past few weeks, two members of the
Board of Directors have turned in their
resignations.  Ron Miller stepped down as of
June 14th due to personal reasons and Teresa
Topping stepped down effective July 1st due to
health and family reasons.  Ande has graciously
volunteered to take over the office of Secretary
of the Board.  As a result of these changes,
there are two board positions that are now open
to those who would like to volunteer for them.  If
you or anyone you know is interested in joining
the Board of Directors, please send an e-mail to
either Colleen or Jean (e-mails are on the last
page of this newsletter) 

Cats, Cats and More Cats
    On June 13th Jocelyn Bouchard, Chief
Program Officer of the Tacoma and Pierce
County Humane Society, came out to give a
presentation about cats and how to mitigate
some of the issues we are having with our
population.  During the discussion, it was
brought out that in the past, cats primarily
roamed around in the green belt.  However,
now they are coming up and spending more
time on the property.  This has created
issues with feces, spraying, yowling and cat
fights during the night.   
    Jocelyn offered several options that might
help alleviate some of issues we are having.
 It has been her experience that trap-and-
remove does not work.  As animals are
trapped and euthanized, other cats come in
to take their place.  A better option would be
to trap, sterilize and release the cats back
into the population as these cats would keep
others out.  This is a free service offered by
the Humane Society.  Because this option is
preferred, animals are rarely euthanized
now and will only occur when a cat has a
severe medical condition that staff can’t treat
or make the animal comfortable.  The
humane society has a 92% live release rate.
 They even have a Fospice program for
those that do not have much time left.   
     Other suggestions that were made: 
• Setting up a “sandbox” area for the cats to
use so they will not use other places like
gardens or stairwells.   
• Planting marigolds, a natural cat deterrent.  
• Encourage cat owners to keep their cats
inside and on a leash when outside. 
• Encourage cat owners to have collars on
their pets.  If a cat is trapped without a
collar, they would be sterilized and released
as with other cats that were caught. 

Changing of the Guard

    Over the past year, I have had the pleasure of
being the editor, writer and publisher for the
Sunset Plaza Newsletter.  However, I have had
to make the tough decision to both leave the
board as well as turn the publishing of the
newsletter over to a new editor.  As everyone
knows, life has a way of changing and, at times,
very quickly.  I am grateful that Ande Dunn has
volunteered to take on both of these tasks and I
am sure she will do a great job.  I plan on
helping Ande with the newsletter as much as I
am able with writing articles every month.  I
hope that once life settles down, I will be able to
return to serving the community in any way I
can.  



Try Something New and 
Fun This Summer
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    Looking for something to do this summer
that is different, fun for the entire family and
kid friendly?  How about trying Geocaching?
Geocaching is a worldwide hide and seek
game played in 186 countries.  Basically,
participants hide things for others to find. The
GPS coordinates are then posted on line on
the Geocaching.com website.  Other
participants use the posted coordinates to
find the thing that was hidden.  The finder will
sign a log that is located inside the cache to
prove that they visited the cache and then
record the find on their account on line. 
     Geocaches come in all sorts of shapes
and sizes, from a container that is no larger
than your fingernail to a 10 gallon tub.
Typically the caches that are larger than a
deck of card contain swag to be traded.  The
“owner” of the cache (he who hid the cache)
will start the cache out with different small,
inexpensive items.  The finders will take
something but will also leave something.  It is
always fun to look through the items in the
cache.  This is the “reward” for the kids as
most of the time, the swag is geared towards
the younger seekers.  However, even for
adults, it can be fun.  For a long time, I was
collecting lapel pins and foreign coins. 
    There are many different types of caches.
The most popular is the traditional cache.
This is a container that holds a log and
sometimes swag but it is always a physical
container.  Another type of cache is called a
multi cache where you will find one cache
that leads to another cache that will lead to a
final cache.  A third type is a puzzle /
challenge cache where you must either solve
a puzzle to get the correct coordinates or you
must complete a challenge to claim the prize.
Other caches include earth / virtual caches    

where you are taken to someplace and you
learn something about that place.  There is no
physical cache to find, just knowledge to gain. 
    Some of the benefits of geocaching are
acquiring observation, organization and
searching skills.  You learn to detect what is
not right and what looks out of place.  You
learn how to put together a caching trip to find
the most caches with the least amount of time
and effort. You learn how to systematically
look at an area to determine the most likely
hiding place.    
     You will visit places you didn’t know
existed that are both close by or far away.
 Although a great many caches are in parking
lots and such, there are many that feature
scenery, art pieces and historical sites. 

   How do you get started?  Log onto
Geocaching.com and set up a free account.
There are several tutorials about how to find
your first cache and how to hide your first
cache to become a cache owner.  A good
GPS will cost about $100-$200 and a premium
membership on the caching site runs $35 a
year (extra bells and whistles but not needed
to play the game).  Other than inexpensive
swag (if you choose to trade) there are no
other costs involved.  If you have any
questions or would like some help getting
started, please feel free to contact me at
missflyer2017@gmail.com.   

Next month:  Letterboxing:  The low tech
version of geocaching. 

Two very
creative cache

containers



Just For Fun
A few fun exercises for your brain. 
1.  Say the days of the week backwards.  Now try to say them in alphabetical order. 
2.  Pick a category such as fruit or flowers or cars.  Now, try to think of two objects within those
categories for every letter of your name. 

A little Dr. Seuss.  Try to say these really fast. 
1.  Imagine an imaginary menagerie manager imagining managing an imaginary menagerie 
2.  A skunk sat on a stump and thunk the stump stunk, but the stump thunk the skunk stunk. 

A few riddles to solve. 
1.  I have branches, sometimes a few and other times hundreds or more, but I have no fruit,
trunk or leaves. What am I? 
2.  I am the beginning of the end, the end of time and space.  I am essential to creation and I
surround every place.  What am I? 

Jean Homan, President 
     jhoman500@comcast.net 
Jody Matthews, Vice President 
     jodymatthews@gmail.com 
Ande Dunn, Secretary 
     andedunn@gmail.com 
Peter Schrempf, Treasurer 
     pfs1@cornell.edu 
Teresa L'Amarca, Member At Large 
    noellelamarca@hotmail.com  
Member At Large - Position Open 
Member At Large - Position Open 

Colleen Poole, Community Assoc. Mgr 
     colleen.poole@managementtrust.com 
After Hours Emergency Number: 
     253-472-0825 

Safe Streets 
July 3 

6:30 pm / Cabana 
(First Tuesday of the Month) 

 
Board Meeting 

July 11th 
6:30 pm / Cabana 

 
West End Neighborhood Council

Meeting  
July 18th 

7:00 pm / Fire Station 
 

Safe Streets 
August 7th 

6:30 pm / Cabana 
(First Tuesday of the Month) 

 
Game Night at the Cabana 

Every Monday & Friday Evenings 
6:30 pm 

Board of DirectorsMark Your Calendar
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Answers:  A bank and the letter "E"


